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Julian: Alright, my name is Julian Gunther. Today is the 23rd of February 2021. I am
interviewing Kendra Murphy, and we are in Albuquerque New Mexico over a zoom session.
(pause) Okay, I guess we’re going to be talking about the pandemic today.
So, uh, what’s something new you learned during the pandemic?

Kendra: Something I learned during the pandemic, is that {pause} um, I guess you really
have to take care of yourself. You have to (1:00) be more careful on – going outdoors, to the
supermarket. You have to take care of your family, especially if you have kids. Because they’re
not, you know, used to this whole new setup, where they have to be more protected, as like
wearing masks and sanitizing, and um, they’re always asking questions, so you just have to be
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ready to explain like why we’re doing this, and they wanna know sometimes like when it’s going
to end, and we don’t know a lot of answers to these questions that they ask you, so you just
have to be more, um {pause} I guess trying to explain to them what you know, as much as you
know to, you know, little children and stuff. (2:00) So, I guess for me, it’s been like, being more
careful, and just communicating more and being, more open about the situation and just trying
to be a teacher I guess also. And that’s what I learned. And patience. {laughs}

Julian: So, what is something that you look forward to when the pandemic is over?

Kendra: um, I think I look forward to more family gatherings, being around family that
you haven’t been around, Because they’re either out of state, and due to all this lockdown and
quarantine, and stuff like that. So just being around family, dinners. I like to (3:00) um, take my
kids, uh to do you know, kid stuff. Like fairs, we miss going to the fairs. Maybe the movie
theater. That would be… I think the kids would love that and I think we just miss basic things
like that. And I think that’s what I would look forward to, just more family gatherings.

Julian: Okay. So, the current education system, um, the way it’s set up at the moment;
is it convenient for you, or is it more inconvenient for you?

Kendra: For myself I think it’s more inconvenient. For myself I think it's more
inconvenient because I'm not really used to this technology and stuff and like zoom and I had to
learn pretty quick how to you know work around all (4:00) that and I'm just used to being more
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in class like one on one sitting and not really interacting with your teachers and fellow
classmates over you know zoom or over telephone stuff like that and I just would prefer being
more in class I think I do better there than all this distance learning stuff so I think it's more
inconvenient for me cause I'm still learning and like this right now I don't this is my first time
doing this and it's kind of neat to learn, but I prefer in class or in person. Yeah.

Julian: So how has the pandemic changed – think last year (5:00) right, how did the
pandemic change 2020 for you for the better like how did it change your life in a good way?

Kendra: Um let me see, I think it changed my life for the better because I got to be home
more often I got to be up, just staying home and not really going anywhere, saving money
(short laugh), just spending more time with my family, my kids and like my husband was
working in Phoenix when it first started getting bad up there and him and my son so they had
to come back and that was good and bad because we just had to you know stay home and my
son has asthma so he was one of the (6:00) ones I was really worried about, so when they came
back I kind of felt better even though, you know we're just all home and not knowing what was
going to happen and we when he'll be able to go back to work because he's the only one
employed right now and I don't of course I'm just doing my classes and stuff so we just got to
spend a lot more time with each other and I guess finish a lot of home projects and stuff like
that so, I guess just more better at building our relationships and stuff like that so that was for
the good.
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Julian: Oh good. So, my last question here a time you've had to be at home has it given
you a better appreciation for being out in the (7:00) world or has it giving you something to
look forward to it like being with your family?

Kendra: Um, The whole time I was home, I think it was back in see my um {pause} my
mom she works front line she an RN so she actually got the virus when she was working, and
she gave it to me so I got it an I think it was a good, not good but um something we had to deal
with together because I'm kind of glad I went through that with her, quarantine with her,
staying with her you know keeping each other motivated and I was the worst out of you know
us two (8:00) and I was just glad to have her beside me and you know encourage me to you
know fight this and stuff like that and we were actually on quarantine together during Mother's
Day so that was also hard and we couldn't- I couldn't spend time with my kids she only had me
of course and my brother and my sister couldn't come around or anything and that was pretty
hard but I think it taught us a lot that we just need to be here for each other even though you
know we're going through all this but knowing that you have that support net, and
encouragement and that loving relationship is what I guess got us through so in a way that's
what kind of made us you don't have a better relationship with not only ourselves but also with
other people in our family (9:00) because we didn't know what was going to happen we didn't
know if we were going to end up in ICU cause you hear all these bad stories and, you know a lot
of these people they didn't get that chance to come out of it so I think I learned a lot during
that time to appreciate life and appreciate those around you and I think that was um a good
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learning experience so in a way it was good to go through that but also good to go through it
with somebody specially your mom

Julian: Oh, that’s good, always good thing to go through with your family like that.

Kendra: Yeah.

Julian: Is there anything else that you would like to mention on any of the things that
we've talked about today?

Kendra: I just like to say, that you know you're not the only one going through this
we're all going through it, and we may be going through it, you know, in different ways but,
(10:00) knowing that, you know we have to get through this together and just going by
whatever is recommended like you know sanitizing wearing your mask, even though you know
some people don't agree with that, but it's just something we have to do temporarily is
something to be there you know hopefully not permanently even know you know, you hear a
lot of these things on the news but in order to go through it yourself it kind of makes you realize
that they are serious that it is real in that it is something that everyone else is going through so
you can't take it you know just as just gibberish I guess you could say that you can everything
they say and tell you is pretty much facts and I think that's what I wanted to say about (11:00)
the pandemic the virus and stuff like that.
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Julian: Alright, thank you.

Kendra: Yep.

Julian: Ok, have a great day.

Kendra: Mmhm.
(End transcript 11:13)

